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Our calendars are based on Jesusô life and history in this world. He is still the center 

of time and history. Christmas is history. It was the physical visitation of the creator 

of the world, Jesus was born, as one of us. It was the creator visiting those whom he 

had created, and he and his kingdom were rejected. But He did not reject us! Some 

believed him and chose his name and lived as he lived. 

Christ lived truly as a humble person. He chose humility as the way of life. He was  

also full of life. He was filled with Godôs Spirit. Even though he only loved his  

enemies, he was hated by others. Hate begets hate. Love gives birth to love.  

Christmas is love being born into this world in face of hatred and evil. Evil could not 

stop it! 

Christmas was also the fulfillment of history. As we have been studying and  

discussing in our Sunday morning discussions, God the creator has His one and only 

plan to restore his people and his reign over them. God would send his Son as the  

redeemer and restorer of righteousness to the people who had rejected God and  

believed the lie that God was not totally good for them. 

All of us have sinned and gone from trusting in God to trusting in something far less. 

Sin has a grip on us. But God in Christ comes to free us from that grip. To break the 

strongholds of self-determination and hatred. God has created us to reflect His ways. 

It takes daily surrender and to realize we are in a battle. 

Jesus came into this world and his parents had to save him from Herod the king. The 

chosen people and the people of the faith in the one true God rejected Jesus, not  

realizing what a mess they had made of their faith and Godôs intentions. Yet God had 

not rejected them even though they crucified him. God was redeeming the whole 

world. Paying for the cost of sin and brokenness. 

That should raise hope in our hearts that Jesus has truly come to make peace for us 

with God. Christmas is history. It is God loving the world and us in the midst of our 

selfishness. The true Christmas is passed on when we receive the Fatherôs forgiveness 

in Christ, and when we pass on His love to others who do not deserve it. Remember 

Scrooge, he made amends. He chose to be humbled and he followed the path of  

humility. That path overcomes the world! Christmas is the new history that does 

overcome the world, but the price is not cheap. It is true discipleship and sacrifice 

that brings Christmas to light. 

Mary was humble. Joseph was humbled to take  

pregnant Mary as his wife. The Magi were  

humbled to go all the way to lowly Bethlehem. 

The angels were humble to go visit the shepherds. 

God was humbled to become one of us and born 

in the midst of strife. Godôs humbling of us, is 

probably the best gift we can receive. 

A blessed Advent Season to you! 

Pastor Ron Boettner 
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Financial Update of Christ Lutheran Church  

through October 2018: 
 

Our giving for October was below our average for the year. The monthly offerings were 
$16,970. Our average monthly offerings this year have been about $21,222. So we are 
really depending on a big December. Please remember our offerings go towards sharing 
God's word and ministry to our community, to our members, and that our Mission  
partners depend on us to support their ministries. 

Our expenses for October were $18,742 which is below our average of $23,000 in the 
budget. For the year we are $10,994 in the red. That sounds tough, but it is a great  
improvement over the past few years. We are thankful for your help in this.  

 

Lutheran World Relief  

 is our December  

Benevolence Partner  
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Month Name                   Term  Committee Assignment 

WŀƴǳŀǊȅ .ǊŀŘ {ƛƳ                       мс-му tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
{ǘŀũ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ 

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ 5ŀƴƛŜƭƭŜ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ          нлму 
                              

/[² 
 

aŀǊŎƘ ¢ƻƳ ½ǳƭƪƻǎƪȅ              мт-нл tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ 

!ǇǊƛƭ DǊŜƎ wƛŜǘƻǿ                мс-му ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ϧ aǳǎƛŎ 

aŀȅ aƻƭƭȅ {ŀǊǘƻǊ ¸ƻǳǘƘ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 

WǳƴŜ bŀƴŎȅ ²ƻƻŘ                му-нл CƛƴŀƴŎŜκ{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 

Wǳƭȅ 5ŀƭŜ YŜƴYƴƛƎƘǘ            мт-нл ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘκ 
/ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ 

!ǳƎǳǎǘ ¸ǾƻƴƴŜ .ǊŜŜǎŎƘƻǘŜƴ  му-нл CǳǊƴƛǎƘƛƴƎǎ 

{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ aŀǊƪ aǳƴŘŀƘƭ             мт-нл ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊκ 
aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ϧ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ 

hŎǘƻōŜǊ  !Řǳƭǘ 9Ř 
¢Ƙŀƴƪ ¸ƻǳΩǎ 

 

bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ wƛŎƘ aƛŎƪǎŎƘƭ               му-нл .ŜƴŜǾƻƭŜƴŎŜκ 
9ƴŘƻǿƳŜƴǘ 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ                     ¢.5                    

 tŀǎǘƻǊ wƻƴ .ƻŜǧƴŜǊ  



 

 

 
  

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


